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Reconstruction 

1. Jim Crow Laws/Black Codes 

Segregation laws, made legal by Plessey v. Ferguson. Black Codes tried to limit African 

American rights.  

 

2. Segregation 

Separation by race  

 

3. Poll Tax 

Must pay to vote (remember ex-slaves were poor and a black code)  

 

4. Literacy Test 

Must take a reading/writing test to vote (remember most ex-slaves were illiterate. This is 

another Black Code.)  

 

5. Carpet baggers 

Northerners who went south during Reconstruction and were considered to be “kicking the 

South” while they were down. 

 

6. Share croppers 

A farmer who pays for rent, seed and other expenses with a share of their crop, but this 

becomes just like slavery.  

7. Plessey v Ferguson 

A Supreme Court case that made “separate but equal” (i.e. segregation) legal 

Frontier 

8. Manifest Destiny 

The belief that it is God’s will for the US to cover the entire continent and to make it our 

nation.  It was the nation’s destiny or right to expand from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific 

Ocean. 

 

9. What was the Transcontinental Railroad and what effects did it have on the US? 
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A railroad that stretches across the country, it increased trade because more goods can be 

moved by train.  This also increases western population. It ended the way of life for 

American Indians.  

 

10. How did the Homestead Act help settle the western frontier? 

This gave out free land (160 acres or 320 if married), in exchange for working the land 

for five years, which wasn’t easy!  

 

11. How did the white settlers affect the Native Americans? 

It ended the way of life for American Indians. The more white settlers that show up in the 

west, the less room there is for the Indians, the buffalo (their food supply) and their lifestyle.  

 

 

12. What hardships and conflicts did the Plains Indians face on the reservations? 

The reservation land we gave them was useless, we put rival tribes on the same 

reservation, loss of freedom, and gov’t supplied their food and clothing.  (We didn’t 

always deliver on time.)  

 

Industrial Nation 

 

13. What is “free enterprise?”  

1)  Privately owned business. 2) Competition 3) With little or no government regulation. 

 

14. What is capitalism?  

Economic system based on money and private ownership of the means of producing goods 

and services and upon private initiative, competition, and profit (i.e. free enterprise).  

 

15. What is a Corporation 

A type of business with 3 advantages over other types of businesses: 1) Limited liability, if 

you sue a corporation personal assets cannot be taken from you. 2) They can raise capital 

(money) easily by selling stock. 3) They do not end (easily change ownership).  
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16. What are monopolies? How do monopolies harm people and the economy? 

Monopolies are businesses that have complete control over a product or service.  This is bad 

because monopolies can raise prices, make lower quality goods, and destroy competition. 

 

17. What is mass production? What methods helped mass production? 

Mass production is making products in large quantity, quickly and cheaply.  Methods: 

Division of Labor, take a large complicated task and divide it into simpler tasks; Assembly 

line.  

 

18. How did the growth of industry change the United States 

More products are made by machine. It changes where people work and live. Before this 

most people were farmers in rural areas.  Most people are now industrial workers living in 

urban areas.  

 

19. What is the purpose of labor unions? 

Labor unions collectively bargain for better working conditions and better wages.  Strikes 

are a last resort.  

 

 

Progressive Era 

 

1. What was the Progressive Movement concerned with? 

This was a reform movement, this tried to fix (aka reform) the problems in society.  

Examples include: corruption in government (patronage), working conditions (sweat shops), 

and tenement home life.  

 

2. What was the work of “settlement houses?” which settlement house did Jane Addams 

help start? 

These tried to help the urban poor and help immigrants assimilate.  Jane Addams opened the 

Hull House in Chicago.  

 

3. What was segregation and what was the name of Southern Laws which segregated? 

Segregation is separation by race.  The Jim Crow laws segregated the South.  
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4. Prohibition- The banning of the selling, transport, manufacture and consumption of 

alcohol.  Originally the Volstead Act.  Prohibition is the 18th Amendment which is 

cancelled by the 21st Amendment.  

 
 

5. Muckrakers-People who exposed corruption and problems in society. (i.e. Jacob Riis 

photographed tenements, Upton Sinclair writes about the food/meat industry) 

Imperialism 

1. What is Imperialism? 

Stronger countries controlling weaker countries or creating an empire 

 

2. What were some causes for American imperialism (expanding overseas)? 

The US wanted: new markets, resources, Manifest Destiny ending, wanting to be like Europe 

and Social Darwinism.   

 

3. What caused the Spanish-American War? 

1) Business interests 2) Treatment of Cubans 3) Yellow Journalism and 4) Battleship Maine 

blowing up.  

 

4. What is “yellow journalism”? 

Sensationalized and often inaccurate reporting to sell newspapers 

 

5. How did yellow journalism affect the US? 

It was one of the causes of the Spanish American War by making citizens want the war.  

 

6. Spheres of Influence 

Imperialism zones in China, European powers used them for economic control 

7. What was the Open Door Policy? 

This was free and equal trade for all nations dealing with China.  No more spheres, everyone 

wins excepts China (leads to Boxer Rebellion) 

 

8. What was Teddy Roosevelt’s Square Deal? 

An honest hardworking government for the people 
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9. Big Stick Policy 

TR’s foreign policy in Latin America using the military to get your way in foreign policy  

 

10. Gunboat Diplomacy 

US as international policeman combining Big Stick and arbitration 

 

11. In which region did the Roosevelt Corollary help the U.S. to build an empire? 

Latin America 

 

12. What did the Corollary say? 

The US had the right to intervene in the affairs of other nations in the Western Hemisphere.  

By doing this the US gives itself permission to get involved in other countries affairs.  

 

13. Why was the Panama Canal built? What is most important about the canal? 

It connects the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans making for faster and easier travel. This is 

good for both US security and trade. 

 

World War I 

 

1. What were the underlying and immediate causes of World War I? 

MANIA –Militarism, Alliances, Nationalism, Imperialism 

    The Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand  

 

2. How did Germany attempt to keep supplies from reaching Britain? 

Unrestricted submarine warfare 

 

3. Lusitania 

A British luxury liner, the Lusitania showed that the Germans would sink any ship 

approaching England.  

 

4. Unrestricted Submarine Warfare 

The Germans would sink any ship that approached in the UK. This was one of the reasons 

the US joined WWI.  

5. Stalemate 
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WWI ends in a stalemate, where neither side wins a decisive victory.  

 

6. How did soldiers and armies fight battles in WWI? 

Trench Warfare 

 

7. In what ways did US civilians help to win WWI? 

Growing their own food (Victory Gardens), giving up certain items on certain days (Meatless 

Mondays, Wheatless Tuesdays), collecting needed items (like scrap metal), buying bonds, 

“Victory Gardens” 

 

8. How did WWI affect women? 

It gave them opportunity by giving them jobs. 

 

9. How did WWI affect African Americans? 

It gave them opportunity by giving them jobs in the North (i.e. they move out of the South).   

 

10. What was President Wilson’s plan for peace after WWI? Why was it rejected? 

The 14 points, this tried to create “peace without victory”, but it was rejected by the Allies 

because they wanted revenge and it was rejected by the America Senate because we wanted 

isolationism. 

 

11. What were the provisions (parts) of the Treaty of Versailles? How did they hurt 

Germany? 

Germany had to accept blame for the war and: pay reparations, lost their colonies, their army, 

their navy and some of their land.   

 

12. League of Nations 

The League of Nations is the only part of the Fourteen Points that was accepted.   It is the 

predecessor to the United Nations.  It tries to prevent future wars. 

 

1920s 

1. “Return to Normalcy” after WWI 

President Harding’s idea that the US should return to isolationism and a “normal” way of life  
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2. Why were the 1920s called the “Roaring Twenties”? 

There was a lot of change in society: jazz, movies, electricity, affordable cars, Harlem 

Renaissance etc. This was the start of modern America. 

 

3. What was Prohibition? Why didn’t it work? 

The Volstead Act (and then the 18th Amendment) banned the selling, manufacture, 

consumption and transport of alcohol.  It was too hard to enforce.  With too many people 

breaking the law and organized crime on the rise, it was ended in 1933 (21st Amendment). 

 

4. What was the Harlem Renaissance? 

This was a literary and cultural movement among African Americans in Harlem, NY during 

the 1920s and 1930s.  This creates an identity for African Americans.   

 

5. What was the Red Scare? 

1919-1920 fear of communism in the US. Russia turned communist and Americans feared 

Russian immigrants would bring it here.  

6. What was Sacco and Vanzetti tried for? 

Tried for armed robbery and murder 

 

7. What was the verdict of the case? Why? 

They were found guilty and executed because they were foreigners and anarchists.  

 

8. What is “Suffrage”?  

It is the right to vote.  Women fighting for this were called “Suffragettes”.  

 

 

Great Depression 

1. What event signaled the start of the Great Depression? 

The crashing of the stock market, Black Tuesday October 29, 1929  

 

2. What were the causes (agricultural, industrial, banking, tariff) of the Great Depression?  

Over production of goods, Over lending (easy credit) from banks, Over speculation on the 

stock market, high tariffs, and too few Americans owning too much of the nation’s wealth 
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3. What was Herbert Hoover’s solution to the Depression?  

At first his solution was to do nothing because he believed in the business cycle.  He also 

believed in Rugged Individualism. Eventually he aided business and created public works 

projects.  

 

4. New Deal 

This is Franklin Roosevelt’s (FDR) plan to end the Great Depression. 

 

5. Alphabet Agencies 

These were New Deal government agencies created to provide relief, recovery or reform.  

Called this because they were known by their initials 

6. Social Security Act 

This is a relief program that gives aid to mostly the elderly. 

 

7. FDIC 

Alphabet Agency that insured bank deposits, it made people want to put their money in the 

banks again.  It still exists. 

 

8. Dust Bowl 

A series of dust storms in the south central part of the US caused by poor farming methods, 

drought, and wind storms 

 

World War II 

1. Causes of WWII 

Great Depression, Aggression, Treaty of Versailles 

2. What is aggression?  

Attacks on other nations  

3. Give one example before WWII?  

Germany taking over Austria or Czechoslovakia, Japan taking over Korea and parts of China, 

Italy taking over Ethiopia  

4. What is appeasement?  

Giving in to an aggressor to keep the peace  

 

5. How did the Allies appease Hitler?  
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They appeased Hitler by giving him the Sudetenland (part of Czechoslovakia).  They also 

ignored Hitler when he broke the Treaty of Versailles.  

6. What is the Blitzkrieg?  

German word for “lightning war”, these were fast attacks by German forces 

7. What event began WWII in Europe?  

September 1, 1939, Germany invades Poland.  

8. Lend-Lease Act 

This was a way to help the Allies.  The US would ship materials needed, this is more of a 

commitment then the Cash Carry policy.  

9. After which event did the US enter WWII?  

The bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese (December 7, 1941) 

10. Why were Japanese Americans placed in relocation centers?  

Wartime fears, we thought (without evidence) that the Japanese were spying for Japan 

11. How did US citizens support the war? 

Growing their own food (Victory Gardens), buying war bonds, collecting scrap, giving up 

certain items on certain days (rationing) 

12. How did WWII affect the role of women?  

It gave them jobs (opportunities, Rosie the Riveter)  

13. What is Island Hopping?  

US strategy in the Pacific, which used islands as stepping stones to reach Japan 

 

14. Who were the kamikazes?  

Kamikazes were Japanese suicide pilots that spread fear 

15. What was the Holocaust?  

The killing of 13 million people including 6 million European Jews, the “Final Solution” was 

the systematic killing in concentration camps. 

16. For what reason did President Truman decide to drop the atomic bomb?  

To end the war quickly and to avoid further loss of life   

17. What is the purpose of the United Nations?  

To promote world peace and progress (it’s an international organization) 

1950s 

 

1. When was the first time UN military forces were used to oppose aggression?  

The Korean War 
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2. Why did the US get involved in Korean War?  

Contain communism 

3. Why was it called a “limited war”?  

There were restrictions to the UN charter, and there would be no domino effect here. 

4. How was the Korean War settled?  

Stalemate, with a demilitarized zone in between the 2 countries 

 

5. What was McCarthyism?  

Joseph McCarthy’s “witch hunt” for communists in America (unfairly accusing others of 

disloyalty and subversion)  (Blacklisting) 

6. Civil Rights Movement 

The movement to end segregation, get voting rights for African Americans 

7. Non-violence 

This was the method of the Civil Rights Movement, examples include: speeches, marches, 

boycotts and sit ins. 

8. Civil Disobedience 

This is when one deliberately breaks an unjust law in order to change it (segregation – Jim Crow 

Laws)  

9. Rosa Parks 

Refused to get up from her bus seat, this starts a bus boycott that desegregates the buses. 

10. What did the Supreme Court decide in its case Brown vs. Board of Education Topeka, 

Kansas?  

This case decided that segregation in public schools was illegal (reversing what court case? 

Plessey v Ferguson ) 

Intro Cold War 

1. What was the “Cold War”?  

An uneasy peace between the US + USSR, a war of words 

2. Why did the Cold War develop? 

The Soviets refused to allow free elections in Eastern Europe and were trying to spread their 

communism throughout the world 

3. How did containment work? 

Tries to keep communism where it was (USSR + Eastern Europe) 

4. What was the Marshall Plan? 

Containment, a financial aid to Western Europe to rebuild so that they don’t turn communist 
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5. What was the Truman Doctrine? 

Containment, the US will defend countries who are threatened from without (aggression) or 

within (subversion) with guns or troops 

6. What was the Domino Theory? 

The theory that when a country falls to communism, its neighboring nations will fall too 

7. Why did the US want to rebuild Europe after WWII? 

Rebuilding gives people hope, hopeful people aren’t desperate people and they won’t turn to 

communism 

8. What was the purpose of NATO? 

Containment, it’s a collective security, defensive alliance 

9. Berlin Airlift 

US sends supplies by air to West Berlin when the communists were trying to starve it over to 

their side.  

10. Korean War 

North Korea and China vs. UN and South Korea, N. Korea were the aggressors, we went in 

for containment 

 

11. Cuban Missile Crisis 

USSR puts nuclear missiles on Cuba, US (Kennedy) blockades Cuba to get rid of them.   

We come very close to war! 

12. Vietnam  

US supports S. Vietnam from communist N. Vietnam.  We believe if Vietnam falls the 

domino theory will take effect. 

 

1960 

1. What was the civil rights movement?  

A movement to give African Americans equal rights (voting, etc) 

2. What was the non-violent resistance?  

Gains sympathy for oppressed, sit ins, boycotts, marches, speeches 

3. What was civil disobedience?  

Breaking an unjust law in order to change it (think Rosa Parks) 

4. Cuban Missile Crisis –Why were Americans afraid of Soviet missiles in Cuba?  

Cuba is only 90 miles off the coast of Florida 

5. Berlin Wall 
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Kennedy insults the USSR by saying that they needed to build a wall to keep their people in their 

system.  This increases tension between the US and the USSR.  

6. How was the crisis solved?  

The US told the USSR they couldn’t put missiles on Cuba and put a naval blockade around 

to prevent ships from docking.  The Soviets “blink” and turn their ships (with the nuclear 

warheads) around.  

7. What two African American leaders were prominent during the 1960’s?  

Martin Luther King and Malcolm X 

8. Why did the US fight in Vietnam?  

Containment (and the Domino Theory)  

9. Why did America fail to win Vietnam?  

Couldn’t identify the Vietcong (VC), couldn’t decide on a strategy, unstable South 

Vietnamese gov’t, Troop rotation (1 year)  

10. For what reasons did many Americans protest the Vietnam War?  

Use of chemical warfare (Agent Orange), draft was unfair to the poor and minorities, and this 

was a civil war and not our business 

1970 

1. What is inflation?  

The steady rise of consumer prices  

2. What are human rights?  

Freedom, justice and security, the rights that all humans are entitled 

 


